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Camp Valor Results 
By Colonel Denise Loring, USA, (Ret) 

Chief Operating Officer (NCR), Camp Valor Outdoors 

 

Camp Valor Outdoors connects wounded, injured, and ill 

veterans in the outdoors. This is through guided hunting, 

fishing, recreational shooting, and competitive shooting. 

The camp is located in 

Kingsville, MO, where the 

guided hunting, fishing, and 

archery are primary events. 

The competitive shooting 

program is centered in 

Northern Virginia with 

Quantico and the Fairfax 

Rod & Gun Club being a 

central base for local shoot-

ing. Out of the local pro-

gram veterans can decide if 

they would like to partici-

pate in regional matches, 

from this participation they 

can compete among the 

group for a position on the 

12-man National Team. The 

team of 12 are funded with lodging, equipment, ammuni-

tion covered for the matches. Additional veterans wanting 

to experience the National Matches would need to self-

fund the trip, but would be lodged with the CVO team 

and would shoot with the team on the firing line. 

Greetings from Staunton! We have 

gone through nearly the first half of the 

year, the weather was interesting, and 

the amazing work of our VFW 

continues. Looking back, I see much 

was accomplished and I know we will 

continue that going forward.   

We are excited to welcome our newest 

Post on December 8th, 2018. VFW Post 

12179 in Lynchburg will be named 

after Desmond Doss who earned the Medal of Honor during 

WWII as an Army Medic. Doss is from Lynchburg. The 

addition of this Post is part of a larger goal by the VFW to add 

some 40 new Posts this year. We are proud to see Post 12197 be 

part of that!   

Going forward, we have the second half of the year and a lot of 

work in front of us. We finished the first half with all Posts 

reported in the five categories of community activities and I 

know we can do it again for the second half. We will see Voice 

of Democracy, Patriotôs Pen, and Teacher of the Year awards 

presented. We will look to services on Memorial Day. Virginia 

also has both a Winter Council of Administration meeting and a 

State Convention ahead of us. In short, donôt let time fly or 

deadlines will be missed. I hope you use your Post meetings to 

plan for them and then act so that we continue to accomplish the 

great work we are known for doing. I also hope you will submit 

articles to local newspapers and to our own Virginia Veteran 

because we need to brag about what we do in order for the world 

to see how awesome our great organization is! 

In all that we do, let us strive to be an organization others want 

to belong to and to do so as a Life Member. While I write this 

we are slightly ahead of where we were this time last year in 

membership and we have seen ZERO Post officers expire so far. 

That is an amazing thing and I give you all of the praise for 

making that happen. Your State HQs is here for anything we can 

help you with. I hope you will reach out if needed.  

Take care and have a happy Hanukkah, Christmas, and New 

Year!  
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From the Editorôs desk 

I am very pleased to write that article submissions 
continued to come in steadily from all over the state this 
summer and fall, leading right up to the publication of this 
edition of The Virginia Veteran 

 

I was fortunate to travel to Germany this summer and 
experience an excellent ride ñover the pondò on a C-17 
from the great state of NY.  Our trip started with some 
wonderful patriots at Dover AFB, which by the way has a 
most excellent USO facility and staff!  The crew of the 
ñSad Pandaò C-17 was good enough to let my son ride up 
front for a bit, an experience heôs sure to never forget.  
Many thanks to all our service members and those 
supporting them!  

 

I hope all of your Veterans Day activities were fantastic; I 
look forward to reading about and publishing them in the 
next edition! 

 

Yours in Comradeship, 

Curt Vaughn 
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Warrenton, VA First Fridays 
By Jeff Dombroff, Senior Vice Commander, VFW Post 9835 

 

On 7-6-18, the State Commander along with the 
Junior and Senior Vice Commanders visited 
Warrenton VA to observe and participate in the 
Town's monthly First Friday activities.  Post 9835 set 
up two areas - one to promote the 50th Anniversary 
Vietnam War celebration and a second from which 
the Post sold hot dogs, sausages, chips and 
beverages.  The event was very well attended and 
Commander Wiseman had an opportunity to meet 
Post members (as well as members from neighboring 
Post 7728 in Morrisville) and was interviewed by the 
local newspaper (Fauquier Times).   

 

 

VFW Donates Flag to Area Society 
Submitted by Gus Villalobos, District 4 Commander  

Reprinted from the Farmville Herald, Staff Report 

 

 

 

VFW Post 7059 members Hill and Perutelli assist Betsy Lookofsky 
in hoisting the flag  

Members of Post 7059 donated a flag to the Pamplin Area 
Legacy Society (PALS) is a small but active group of 
volunteers in the Pamplin area who advocate for the Pamplin 
Depot, the Pamplin Pipe Factory, and other historic buildings 
that may serve as educational or cultural sites or otherwise 
benet the community. PALS acquires funding and volunteer 
resources in support of the needs of the community and 
promotes, plans and supports educational and social activities 
for Pamplin area residents  

VFW Post 7059 presents the Stars and Stripes to members of the Pamplin 
Area Legacy Supporters (PALS) for their newly installed a flagpole at the 
Pamplin Train Depot. Pictured are, from left, F. Hill, PALS President Betsy 
Lookofsky, M. Perutelli, Robert G. Mitchell, Tom Jolly, Al Lookofsky, 
Connie Seburn and Carolyn Jolly.  

Photo:  State Commander Ken Wiseman, State Jr Vice Cdr Eric 
Mallett; State Sr Vice Commander Rick Raskin.   
 
Below: Vietnam Veterans at work. 

Post Adjutant Tom Bilger; Post Member Jonathan Stewart; Post Sr 
VC Jennifer Bowman  
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 Memorial Day 2018 
By Chuck Wilson, Past Commander, District 10 

Major General Niel Nelson, the Deputy Commanding 
General Quantico, was the keynote speaker of Memori-
al Day observance at Quantico, VA, this year.  "We 
must remember our Soldiers, Sailors, Airman, and Ma-
rines, who sacrificed and gave their lives for us to be 
free," said Maj Gen Nelson.   In his remarks, MajGen 
Nelson described the history of this special day going 
back to General Logan's General Order #11 of May 5, 
1868.  

May 28, 2018, Quantico National Cemetery (QNC), Vir-
ginia. Braving the cool, rainy morning, an estimat-
ed 1,200 Soldiers, Sailors, Airman, and Marines, along 
with many families and distinguished guests who came to 
remember those who have fallen, fighting for our na-
tion,... the ones who gave all, and those who are still un-
accounted for.  Colonel Frank Harris, USMC (Ret) pro-

vided "A Toast to the Flag."  The 
"21-Gun Salute" was provided by 
the Marine Corps Rifle Team.  

US Marine Corps Band played 
The National Anthem, the Medley 
of Service Hymns, and patriotic 
music throughout the ceremony.   

US Marine Corps Band played 
The National Anthem, the Medley 
of Service Hymns, and patriotic 
music throughout the ceremony. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts, organizations chartered 
by VFW Post 7916, assisted in setting up over 1,200 
chairs for this Memorial Day ceremony.   

In this Order , "The 30th day of May, 1868, is desig-
nated for the purpose of strewing with flowers or oth-
erwise decorating the graves of comrades who died in 
defense of their country during the late rebellion, and 
whose bodies now lie in almost every city, village, 
and hamlet church-yard in the land... It is the purpose 
of the Commander-in-Chief to inaugurate this ob-
servance with the hope that it will be kept up from 
year to year, while a survivor of the war remains to 
honor the memory of his departed comrades. He ear-
nestly desires the public press to lend its friendly aid 
in bringing to the notice of comrades in all parts of the 
country in time for simultaneous compliance there-
with."  This day was then named "Decoration Day," 
and, in later times, it became known as "Memorial 
Day" and celebrated the last Monday in May.  

 

Pictures taken by VFW Post 1503, VFW Post 7916, 
Nelson Betancourt, and QNC 
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Who is PVT William Price? 

By Fred Hill, Commander, VFW Post 7059 

 

The VFW Post 7059 places flags on the graves of all 
veterans in the local cemeteries each Memorial and 
Veterans Day.  In the Westview Cemetery a marble 
memorial bench with the simple inscription,  William L 
Price, Killed in Normandy, July 11, 1944, Buried at the 
St. Laurent Cemetery (now known as the Normandy 
American Cemetery), France.  Fred and Chere Hill, 
members of Post and Auxiliary 7059, had the good for-
tune to tour all the Normandy D-Day assault beaches, 
museums and monuments the week of June 4-11th of 
June. A particularly special member of the tour group 
was a 94 year old veteran who landed at Utah Beach, 
June 4th, 1944.  His presence added a deeper meaning 
to the tour for all in the group. 

 

The most memorable and 
touching moment of the 
entire trip was during our 
visit to the Normandy 
American Cemetery.   On 
behalf of VFW Post 7059, 
the community and any 
surviving relatives we were 
able to place a flag at the grave of Pvt. Price (photo be-
low) on June 6th, 2018.   I would be glad to talk to any 
relatives of Pvt. Price and share more pictures of the 
solemn event and other memorials in the cemetery. 

 

2018 POW / MIA Fact-Finding Trip 

BJ Lawrence, Commander-in-Chief 

April 12, 2018 

 

On March 10, 2018, I departed on a fact-finding trip 

to Hawaii, Thailand, Vietnam and China with Bob 

Wallace, Assistant Adjutant General and Executive 

Director of the VFW Washington Office. The 

purpose of the trip was to observe and obtain 

firsthand knowledge of POW/MIA search and 

recovery operations to help determine the fate of 

missing and unaccounted-for American 

servicemembers and civilians from the Vietnam 

War. We returned to CONUS on March 25, 2018.  

 

Hawaii - We started our trip by visiting the Defense 

POW/MIA Accounting Agencyôs West 

Headquarters at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam. 

This is the operational part of DPAA, and we were 

hosted by the DPAA Deputy Director, Navy Rear 

Adm. Jon Kreitz, and his staff, who provided us a 

detailed briefing and tour of their facility. I was most 

impressed by the size and capabilities of the forensic 

lab that identifies the remains of our missing. 

 

America has 83,000 missing and unaccounted-for 

service members and civilians going back to World 

War II. Only 35,000 may be recoverable due to 

overwater losses, catastrophic explosions and 

aircraft simply disappearing off the radar scope. U.S. 

Pacific Commandôs area of operations accounts for 

75 percent of the total missing. 

 

The uncertain budget situation our military and the 

nation has faced has limited the operations of 

DPAA. This, coupled with the challenges of 

changing terrain, aging witnesses and circumstances 

of loss impacts their operations significantly. 

 

DPAA is using more advanced technology and is 

expanding its public-private partnerships to increase 

operations, while always maintaining strict scientific 

standards. These partnerships are proving cost 

effective, productive and reliable. 

 

Continued on page 11 
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...continued from page 9 

 

Prior to departing DPAA, we arranged for VFW 

Programs to work with a local VFW Post to 

distribute $75 gift cards to select recovery team 

members when they redeploy back to Hawaii. DPAA 

will set up a program to reward outstanding 

performers. We will begin with $1,500 in gift cards 

and see how the program progresses. For more 

information on DPAA, go tohttp://www.dpaa.mil/. 

 

The following day we visited with the commander of 

U. S. Marine Corps Forces, Pacific, Lt. Gen. David 

H. Berger, along with his senior leaders at Camp 

H.M. Smith. The command is always preparing 

Marines for the next fight, yet unpredictable funding 

is always a great concern because of its impact on 

combat readiness and training, and the civilian 

workforce, who are a vital part of the total team. We 

also discussed the impact of North Korea and China 

on MARFORPACôs mission, as well as relocating 

Marines from Okinawa to Guam.  

 

We were given a command briefing on quality of life 

programs and once again the need for predictable 

funding was stressed, as were the challenges families 

face when their loved ones deploy, as well as mental 

health. We then had lunch with base leadership and 

had the opportunity to hear firsthand their concerns 

and challenges.  

 

Our last visit of the day was to Kansas Tower, which 

allowed us to learn more about the installation from 

an elevated view.  All the leaders we met were 

combat veterans, and they know firsthand the value 

of training and readiness, which is why predictable 

funding is key to their mission.  

 

At all the briefings and meetings, we emphasized the 

many VFW Programs we have for servicemembers 

and their families and urged them to contact us with 

questions and where we can assist. For more 

information about U.S. Marine Corps Forces, 

Pacific, please logon to http://

www.marforpac.marines.mil/Unit-Home/About/. 

 

Thailand 

 

In Bangkok we met with U.S. Ambassador Glyn Davies. 

We had a very interesting and engaging conversation 

about the U.S./Thai relationship, about the many 

American companies operating in Thailand, and the fact 

that the Thai economy is so healthy that it is one of the 

richest countries in Asia. We also discussed North 

Korea and China. 

 

The Ambassador emphasized his strong supportðand 

that of the entire embassyðfor DPAA and its mission. 

He also mentioned how the embassy reaches out to 

Americans living in Thailand to offer assistance, many 

of whom are veterans. 

 

We next met with Air Force Lt. Col. Kyle Cone, 

commander of DPAA Detachment 1, which has 

operational responsibility for search and recovery 

operations in Cambodia, Burma and India, as well as 

provides logistical support to operations being 

conducted by Detachment 2 in Vietnam and Detachment 

3 in Laos.  

 

Challenges faced when operating in Burma and India 

are often extremely remote sites, terrain and aging 

witnesses, along with border issues that require 

approvals from different government agencies before 

any operations can start. Cambodia challenges include 

the above but add the lack of official records, which 

were destroyed during the brutal four-year reign of the 

Khmer Rouge. DPAA operations are currently 

suspended in Cambodia due to political issues. There 

are currently 420Americans missing in India, 740 in 

Burma, and 48 in Cambodia. The losses in India and 

Burma are all related to World War II ñHumpò 

missions. American losses in Cambodia are all Vietnam 

War related. We were joined at lunch by Detachment 

staff, where we were able to discuss their operations as 

well as our many VFW programs.  Unpredictable 

budgets impact their operations, too. 

 

We then visited the Joint U.S. Military Advisory Group-

Thailand, where we met with Army Col. Rocky Carter, 

who wears three hats as the Senior Defense Official, 

Defense Attach®, and as Chief, U.S. Military Advisory 

Group-Thailand. The purpose of JUSMAGTHAI is to 

enhance security cooperation, oversee the export of U.S. 

military hardware through the Foreign Military Sales 

program, and coordinate joint military exercises. 

http://www.marforpac.marines.mil/Unit-Home/About/
http://www.marforpac.marines.mil/Unit-Home/About/
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Thailand allows the U.S. military to access its 

training sites as well as its airports for refueling. 

The VFW and military retirees have office space at 

JUSMAGTHAI for assisting veterans and 

dependents. We discussed our many programs for 

service members, especially our Service Officers, 

and how they can assist transitioning service 

members with their VA claims. 

 

Our last visit of the day was with Marine Corps Lt. 

Col. Scott Vasquez, Commanding Officer of U.S. 

Marine Security Guard Region 3, which protects 

every American Embassy and Consulate in East 

Asia and the Pacific. We discussed the challenges 

Marine Security Guards face in the duty locations 

they are charged with safe guarding. 

 

The following day we had lunch with VFW 

Department of the Pacific District 5 Commander 

Ken Stein and a number of his members. We had a 

very interesting conversation about the challenges 

and opportunities for VFW members residing in 

Thailand. Learn more about the U.S. Embassy to 

Thailand at https://th.usembassy.gov/. 

 

Vietnam 

 

In Hanoi we received a detailed briefing on the 

work of DPAA Detachment 2 by its commander, 

Army Lt. Col. Romel Pajimula and his staff, along 

with Mr. Kelly McKeague, Director of DPAA, 

who was in Vietnam on an official visit. 

Detachment 2 is responsible for search and 

recovery operations in Vietnam, where 1,598 

Americans are still listed as missing and 

unaccounted-for. 

 

The Vietnam mission faces many challenges, to 

include time, weather, terrain, aging witnesses, and 

economic development. The soil is also a challenge 

because of its acidity, which over time destroys 

bones, etc. We discussed underwater recoveries, 

and they suggested we may want to visit one of 

those missions on our next visit, as well as a 

Vietnamese-led recovery operation. A self-inflicted 

challenge is again the unpredictable funding and 

budgets coming from  

Congress, which do have significant impacts on mission 

accomplishment. 

 

We next met at the U.S. Embassy for a country team 

briefing with Deputy Chief of Mission Caryn McClelland 

and a number of her staff, to include Army Col. Tuan Ton, 

Senior Defense Official and Defense Attach®. We discussed 

the Vietnamese military, China and its relationship with 

Vietnam, the positive economic news in Vietnam, U.S. 

companies doing business in Vietnam, and human rights. 

Vietnam has a good workforce, but they are undertrained 

and underpaid. Over half the population is under 30 and 

they want more education. Colonel Ton also discussed 

Vietnamese veterans association, who we said we have not 

been able to develop a working relationship with. He said he 

would set up a meeting with them on our next visit.  

 

Our final meeting at the U.S. Embassy was with 

Ambassador Daniel Kritenbrink, who emphasized his 

personal as well as the embassyôs full support of the DPAA 

mission, calling it a very positive factor with the U.S./

Vietnam relationship. The big topic of conversation was the 

recent visit of the USS Carl Vinson aircraft carrier to 

DaNang, along with the shipôs 5,500 sailors. Some 

Vietnamese officials had the opportunity to spend a night 

aboard ship, and the sailors had the opportunity to visit 

DaNang. The visit was very positive for the relationship. 

 

The Ambassador urged us to solicit information from our 

members concerning missing and unaccounted-for 

Vietnamese soldiers. We told the Ambassador we have done 

so many times dating back to the 1990s and will do so 

again. Vietnam has in excess of 300,000 missing soldiers. 

 

We invited the Ambassador to visit the VFW Washington 

Office the next time he was in D.C. We could host an event 

with other VSO/MSOs so he could tell us about the 

continuing progress being made in Vietnam. He said he 

would work something out. 

 

Next, we visited the Vietnamese Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

and met with Tran Thanh Tam, Deputy Director-General 

Americas Department, to discuss the MIA issue. We 

thanked him for the cooperation the Vietnamese 

Government provides DPAA and discussed operations and 

the challenges we each face. 

 

https://th.usembassy.gov/
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The Deputy Director noted that President Trump has 

already visited Vietnam, as had Defense Secretary Mattis. 

He stressed that the VFW visits to Vietnam were very 

positive, and he encouraged us to continue them, so we 

can witness firsthand his countryôs cooperation on the 

MIA issue, and to see the challenges that go with the 

work. 

 

We discussed the importance of the MIA mission and he 

asked for our assistance in locating missing Vietnamese 

service members and civilian personnel. He noted the 

political sensitivity in Vietnam for their own missing. We 

informed the Deputy Director that the VFW will continue 

to ask our members for any information or artifacts that 

might help Vietnam recover their missing. 

 

Our last meeting of the day was with Ambassador Nguyen 

Tam Chien, former Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, 

former Vietnamese Ambassador to the U.S., and President 

of the Vietnamese-U.S. Organization. The Ambassador is 

well known to VFW from his time in Washington. We 

discussed the MIA issue as well as American businesses 

in Vietnam. Learn more about the U.S. Embassy to 

Vietnam at https://vn.usembassy.gov/. 

 

The next day we flew to DaNang for a visit to an 

excavation site with Lt. Col. Pajimula.  The site we visited 

was near Kham Duc in Quang Nam Province, a couple of 

hours drive from DaNang. The site was a helicopter crash 

that occurred in April 1968 with no survivors. Of the 

remains recovered afterwards, one was Vietnamese and 

three were American, who were identified by dental 

records. One American, however, was not recovered. 

DPAA has worked this site a couple of times already. In 

fact, it was the same site Commander-in-Chief Harman 

visited last year. 

 

Words cannot describe the dedication of Army Capt. 

David Macaspac and his entire DPAA Team. I was so 

impressed by their commitment to the MIA issue, as none 

of them had served in Vietnam, much less were even born. 

Most were assigned to DPAA, but others volunteered to 

augment the recovery team. Mindy Simonson, the 

anthropologist in charge of the site, was a true 

professional. She explained how they determined where to 

excavate and what they were finding. 

 

The recovery site was on a very steep hill. Accessing it 

was through a cut trail with very muddy sand bags used 

as steps. A light mist didnôt make the hike any easier. At 

the top we met with the entire team, who explained their 

work. We had lunch hosted by their Vietnamese 

counterparts onsite. The opportunity to thank our troops 

in the field, was a very memorable experience. 

 

China - The following day we flew to Beijing, where we 

had meetings with U.S. Embassy officials and with 

representatives of the Office of International Military 

Cooperation from the Peopleôs Liberation Army.  Upon 

arrival at the U.S. Embassy we were met by Navy Lt. 

Cmdr. Andrew Tam, who was our escort. We started the 

day with the news that the U.S. was going to impose 

higher tariffs on Chinese products entering the U.S. That 

news was the beginning of our conversation with 

Jonathon Fritz, Deputy Chief of Mission. The trade issue 

is one that China has been getting away with for years, 

and the trade imbalance is unfair to the United States. 

China has been helpful with the North Korean issue, 

however. We discussed the relationship as a whole, along 

with U.S. companies doing business in China. 

We next met with the Navy Capt. Thomas Henderschedt, 

Acting Defense Attach®, and that was followed by a 

meeting with a number of the U.S. Marine Security 

Guards. We discussed with the Captain the Chinese 

military capabilities as well as North Koreaôs. At the 

MSG detachment, we discussed the VFW Programs that 

exist to assist service members and their families. A 

couple of the Marines were within a year of transitioning 

to civilian life, and we urged them to file a VA claim. 

 

Our last meeting of the day was with representatives of 

the Office of Military Cooperation from the Peopleôs 

Liberation Army. Captain Henderschedt accompanied us 

to this meeting. The Chinese thanked us for our work on 

the MIA issue and offered their full support. We noted 

that more archival research was necessary, and they 

pledged to cooperate with DPAA. 

 

The Chinese have just formed a Ministry of Veterans 

Affairs because Chinaôs military veterans protested and 

feel neglected. It was not clear what the Ministryôs 

mission is just yet, but we offered to meet with their 

veterans on our next visit to discuss what the VFW does 

daily for veterans, service members and their families. 
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Their concern for a predictable budget just 

highlights why Commander-in-Chief Harman has 

made ending sequestration his top legislative 

priority. The recently-passed budget agreement 

gives DOD at wo-year break from sequestration, 

but without further Congressional action, our 

military and other critical national security 

programs will once again be facing draconian 

budget cuts.  

 

A special thank you to Ken Stein, District 5 

Commander, VFW Pacific Areas, and to his 

members for meeting us for lunch and discussing 

their concerns.  

 

And a sincere thank you to Commander-in-Chief 

Harman for the opportunity to represent our VFW 

on this very educational trip.   

 

Closing Comments 

 

A special thank you to the dedicated men and 

women of the Defense POW/MIA Accounting 

Agency for fulfilling a soldierôs promise to never 

leave a fallen comrade on the battlefield. They are 

dedicated to the mission to resolve the fate of 

missing American service members in order to 

help bring closure to the families. We also thank 

the staffs at the Departments of Defense and State, 

who contributed immensely to the success of this 

trip. 

 

The service members we had the opportunity to 

visit with are, without a doubt, Americaôs finest. 

They are mission focused and always preparing 

for the next fight, should it become necessary. 

 

At every meeting with military personnel we 

explained the importance of the VFW in 

preserving and expanding their benefits, and how 

the VFW can better assist them, from our Sports 

Clip/VFW Scholarship and Military Service 

Programs to our National Veterans Service 

Program. 

https://clarkelectricalservice.com/

